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| Meet Avi

I want my readers to feel, to think, sometimes to laugh.
But most of all | want them to enjoy a good read.

— B

Fans of novelist Avi know that his goal is
to create stories that are exciting and fun
as well as thoughtful and well written. He has
attracted a loyal audience of young readers,
teachers, and critics and has earned numer
ous awards and honors. The thirly books Awvi
has written include tales of mystery, histary,
adventure, comedy, and fantasy. He says:

[ take a great deal of satisfaction in using

popular forms—the adventure, the mysiery,

the thriller-—so as to hold my reader with the

sheer pleasure of a goad stary.

Awi Waortis was born in New York City,
on December 23, 1937, and he grew up in
the borough of Brooklyn. His parents held
strong political views and fought actively
against racism and for women's rights. Avi
remembers that his home was always filled
with lively discussions.

Despite the authors love of reading and
learning, school was a constant struggple [or
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him. Later in his life, he realized that he had
a leaming disorder that affected his ability to
spell and form letters. Because at that time
people did not understand learning disocders,
Ao was criticized at school and told that he
would never be a good student or a writer.

Awvi, however, wauld not be discouraged.
With the encouragement of his family and a
helplul tutor, and because of his love of books
and his own stubbornness, he kept writing.
While still in high school, he decided that he
wanted to have a career as a wriler. Avi based
the expericnces of many of his later fictional
characters on his own experience of fecling
like an outsider,

After high school, Avi studied at the
University of Wisconsin and earmed twa
degrees. He then moved back to New York
City and took a job with the New York Public
Library. He worked as a librarian for the next
twenty-five years, and he continued to write.

Avi became interested in children’s liter-
ture after the birth of his own children. His first
published book, Things That Sometimes Happen
(1970), was a collection of stories based on
tales Avi told his two sons. After he published
his first nevel, No More Magic, in 1975, he
realized that writing novels for preteens and
teens was what he wanted to do most.

Today, Avi writes full time and travels
around the country to pive talks in schools. He
likes to share his story of success with students,
particularly students with learning disorders.
A believes that being in touch with his read
ers helps him keep his stordes realistic!

I think it’s very importand for me to keep these
kids in front of my eyes. They're wonderfully
interesting and hold me to the reality of who
they are.



| Introducing the Novel

“Miss Doyle, please .
else to offer.”

- - I have something

“MNo more tea, thank you, "

“No, miss. 1t is this. " He held our a knife.
With & scream [ jumped back.

“MNo, nol Miss Doyle. Don’t misurderstand]
[ only wish to give you the knife as protection—
in case you need it . Miss Doyle doesnt
know what might happen . . _ A ship sails with
any wind she finds, ™ I whispered.

—The True Confessions of Chadotte Doyle,
chapter 2

The True Confessions of Chadaite Doyle, puli-
lished in 1990, is an adventure novel set in
1832. When the novel begins, Charlotte
Doyle is a sheltered schoolgirl who knows
only the wealthy world of her family. She is
about to embark on a journey that will take
her from her school in England to her family’s
home in Providence, Rhode Island.

From the moment she steps aboard the
Seahawk, Charlotte Doyle has ursettling expe-
riences. In the earliest days of her voyage, these
experiences strengthen Charlotte’s feeling that
she should not be traveling across the Atlantic
Ocean by hemsell on a ship full of strangers.
The voyage cannot end seon enough for her.
Charlotte has no idea that her time aboard the
Scahawk will change her life forever.

Originally, Avi did not plan to focus this
novel on one character. When he began to
write, he was planning to create a mystery
novel. He even titled his work-in-progress “The
Seahawk.” However, in working on the book,
Awvi found that he was drawn o the character of
Charlotte. He began to care abaut how events
might affect her. The element of mystery then
became secondary to the story of Charlotte.

OF his writing style, Avi says, "1 try to write
about complex issues—young people in an
adult world | . | in a parative style that relies
heavily on suspense with a texture rich in emo-
tion and imagery.” This style can be seen in his
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characterization of Charlotte, his images of the
shi[:l and the sea, and his development of the
story's events, Charlotte, like other characters
in Avi’s writing, struggles to find her true self in
awarld that is not always lexible or kind.

Hus[mnﬂn, vivid details, the believable
characterization of Charlotte and others, and
the emotional impact of its ending have
earned this novel much critical praise and
several awards. One reviewer described the
book as a “sensuous novel evoking the sights,
sounds, and smells of the ship and the sea;
the moads of captain and crew; . . . and the
nature of friendship and loyalty.”

THE TIME AND PLACE

Most of the action in The True Confessions
of Charlotte Doyle takes place in 1832 on an
old two-masted sailing ship, called a brig, The

"brig is traveling from England (o the United

States to transport cargo. Another setting,
wsed later in the novel, is the wealthy, orderly
home of Charlotte's parents in Providence,

Early in the novel, Charlotte tells readers
that her father “engaged in the manufacture of
cotton goods” and had been working at an
Aunerican business located in England. At the
time in which the novel is sel, the manufac-
ture of cotton cloth was an important, ancd
profitable industry in both England and the
northeastern United States.

In the 1800s, some people were reaping
the benefits of what is called the Industrial
Kevolution—the period during which
machines replaced skilled workers and their
handtools. The now machines were kept in
large factories. Goods, such as clothing and
furniture, could now be manufactured much
faster than ever before.

The Industrial Revolution started in
England around 1750 and soon spread to other
countries, Cloth-producing lactories, called
textile mills, were among the first businesses to
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uset machines, Inventors developed machines The Industrial Revolution made nations

that could quickly spin large amounts of cot- wealthier, but this wealth was not shared by all
ton into yam and weave the yarn into cloth. the people. [n many countries, the gap
Ire 1790 Rhode Istand became the fist state in between the rich and the poor widened, and
the United States to copy the cotton-spinning distinect social classes became more noticeable.
machines used in England. By the late 18205, [t was difficult, if not impassible, for factory
the manufacture of cotton goods was Rhode workers to lift themselves out of poverty and
Island'’s most impartant industry. climb to a higher social level.
Did You Know ? @ o e B T g L S S P 455
in addition to being an adventure story, The yaur imagination, suddenty watch
True Confessions of Chardotte Dayle is also a the battle thal took place there.
historical novel. In a historical novel, realistic Through desaiptive dedails, A nelps read:
diztails are used 1o show the conditions and ers understand what life was like for sailors
thi spirit of a specific time period in history. and passengers aboard a nineteenthcentury
This type of writing may feature actual histori- sailing ship traveling the open sea. Readers
cal figures and events, fictional characters and can think of the fictional characters as repre-
scenas, of a combination of both, Avi belioves sentative of persons who actually lived in 1832
that historical novels can help readers under- and had similar experiences. A nonfiction hoak
stand the past more elfectively than can -~ might tell readers how a ship was constrocted,
books thal contain only facts. He says: what a sailor's job involved, and where ships
Somewhere along the line, | can't traveled. In Avi's hislorical novel, readers
explain where, | develaped an under- understand what it feels fike o climb a ship's
standing of history not as fact but ngginkg in huricanedforce winds: Lo sitn a dark,
as stary. That you could look at & ratinfested ship prison; or to pull into a busy
fretd and, with anly a shight shift of port after months at sea.

The True Corfessions of Charlome Doyle Study Guide 11



Name _ Date ____ Class

| Active Reading

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle Chapters 1-8

In the first section of the novel, Charlotte experences several incidents and overhears conversa-
tions that seem mysterious or disturbing to her. Mote these instances in the graphic organizer
below. In each circle, write a specific detail, word, or action that bothers Charlotte or raises ques-
tions in her mind, On the lines iuading to the circles, write how these incidents make Charlotte
ferl or what questions they caise for her or for you.

Reople run at the sound
of Laptain Jaggery s
name /

S

—— i —

Incidents and
Conversations

Sis
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Mame . . Date

. _ Class

| Responding

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle Chapters 1-8

Personal Response
How did you react to the narrator and to the ather characters in this section?

Refer ta the descriptive parapgraph you wrote for the Focus Activity. How does
Charlotte’s experience compare with yours? Do you understand her feelings? Explain.

Analyzing Literature
Recall and Interpret

1. Why is Charlotte so uneasy about being on the ship? What do her reactions to
the ship and its crew reveal about her character?

2. According to Zachariah, why does Charlotte need a knife? How does Charlotte
show concern for Zachariah when discussing the knife with the captain?

3. What disturbing information does Zachariah give Charlotte about Captain
Jaggery and the ship’s crew? Why daoes she refuse to believe him?

14 The True Confessons of Chadotie Doyle Study Guide
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Mame _— Date Class

| Responding
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle Chapters 1-8
Analyzing Literature (continued)
Evaluate and Connect

4. How does the scene in the dark carpn arca, where Charlotte feels a presenice and sees
two faces, add to the story’s mood? Describe how this scene affects you as a reader.

. What is your opinion of Captain fapgery so Far? Who da you think knows mare about
the captain’s true nature—Charlotte or Zachariah? Why!?

n

iterature and Writing
Critig s Review P
Imagine Mgl you are a literary critic. Write a short analysis of Avi's skill in setting up W@
novel as a myMegy. Where in this first section does he build suspense and give cl gFfibout
the future? Which™gapters end with suspenseful situations? In your opinion, géfs Avi

create an air of mysterysgat would make a reader want to continue readigg#
Extending Your Resports &

Literature Groups : &

Irt this section, Charlotte’s attitude Lol Lhe ship, the capes i, and the crew is influ-
enced by her upbringing. Warking as a grofm_locate spg#flic passapes in the text that
reveal how Chadatte’s hackground has influendsd b values and her attitudes toward
others. You might look at her conversations wigh#frowggnembers and the captain and at
her reaction (o her room on the ship. Withgffur group mhgbers, discuss how you think
Avi wants readers to feel about Charloye®ls she very difficulfug like, completely likable,

or a combination of both? Support #flir responses with details froMwlhe novel.
Performing 3 .

Woarking with a small groyge€iramatize a scene from chapters 1-8. Assign Megons to act,
direct, and adapt Avi'gs#f rds for the stage. You might consider dramatizing thNg lowing
SCenes! P

= Charlotte agsMr. Grummage arguing on the dock

+ Charloge®In conversation with Zachariah

= Chagfite and the captain having tea
= (Marlotte in the dark cargo area looking lor her clothes
Hehearse your scene and then perform it for the class.

WI Save your work for your portfolio.

The True Confessions of Charotte Doyle Study Guide
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Mame Datee Class

- | Active Reading

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle Chapters 9-15

In these chapters, Charlotte’s life takes an unexpected turn. In looking over the events so far, you
can see that each event leading to this dramatic life change has been caused by an earlier event,

As you read, fill in the cause-and-effect chart below with events from this section. Use as many
boxes as you need.

Charlotte sees a round robin. She fells the captain.

Y

¥

Y
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| Responding

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle Chapters 9-15

Personal Response

How did you react to Charlotte’s behavior in this section? Which of her actions seems
particularly wise ar foolish to you? Why?

Analyzing Literature
Recall and Interpret

1. Why dees Charlotte tell the captain aboul the round robin? What do you think
she expects him to do?

2. What does Charlotte do that angers the captain as he oversees the beating of
Zachariah? What angers him most about her action?

3. Explain the crew'’s attitude toward Charlotte after Jaggery squashes the mutiny.
How does Charlotte feel about her actions?

18 The True Confessions of Chardotte Doyle Study Guids
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| Active Reading

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle Chapters 16-22

Earlier in the novel, Charlotte tells Captain Jaggery that he reminds her of her father. At that
point in the book, the similarities between the two men give Charlotte comfort. In chapters
16-22, Charlotte realizes that her father also resembles the Captain Jaggery whom Charlolte
has learned to fear. Use the Venn diagram to compare and contrast the two men. In the space
in which the circles overlap, write characteristics the men share. [n the other areas, write
characteristics they do not share.

Charlotte's father laggery

business rerson

Fyranrical
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| Responding

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle Chapters 16-22

Personal Response

What were your feelings or thoughts as you read the last section of the novel? Record
your ideas.

Think about the word webs you created for the Focus Activity. In locking over your
words, do you understand why Charlotte made the choice she made? Why or why not?

Analyzing Literature
Recall and Interpret
1. What reasons does Captain Jaggery give for finding Charlotte guilty of the murder?

2. Why is Charlotte surprised to see Zachariah in the brig? How did he end up
down there? Who brings him food?

3. Explain the family's reaction to Charlotte when she first gets off the boat. What
is Charlotte’s attitude toward them?

22 The True Confessions of Charotie Ooyle Study Guide
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- | Responding
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle Chapters 16-22

Analyzing Literature (continued)
Evaluate and Connect
4, Evaluate Charlotie’s relationship with Zachariah. Why did the two become close?

5, If you had been Charlotte, would you have left home for a life on the sea? Why
ar wihy not?

Literature and Writing

Mgderstanding Details

In thtsgpal chapter, Avi provides many details about Charlotte’s life
These detafsgeveal much about her family and her feelings aboc
example, when sPegemoves her sailor clothing and puts on
says, | felt so much pheghed and confinéd I found it di
this detail reveal her attitufessgbout returming to he
show what Charlatte’s family is g and what
short explanation of the meaning of %& i

Extending Your Response
Literature Groups

In your groups, discuss the |
Charlotte when she is (30

believe Jaggery and ydf, even if they feel that Charlotte is indgeent, they rernain
silent. For moreg

; hver family.
#€ing home. For
1el dress, Charlotie
igflt to breathe.” How does
Fnily? Find other details that
ttitude toward them is. Write a

gichit into their actions, think about how the criteg

fhavior aboard the Seahawk. As the new captain of the ship, she must write an

Rincident repart and give it to the proper authorities. Write the repart you believe

Charlotte would write, Include details of all improper conduct.

el
H Save your work for your portfolio.
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- | Responding

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle

Personal Response

Were you surprised by the outcome of the novel? Explain why or why not.

ng About the Novel

Mg -lional characters who, like real gk W aned change
with each new experience ™™ 3 r:r. write about the changes
in Charlotte’s beliefs and idpag e ey of the novel. What are her values
at the beginning e ovel? How do her ideas Climmmadelaplain what people or
g fipe her ideas throughout the novel. Support your respofts bt

£
” Save your work for your partfalio.
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